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ABSTRACT

Understanding criminals' personality characteristicould engender appropriate solutions for preveptcrimes
and treating criminals and the aim of the currerdrlvis to predict criminals' (robbers, swindlerscasmugglers)
personality characteristics by using the Minnesiialtiphasic Personality Inventory (MMPI) in commmtj type of
crime. The research falls under the applied catggorterms of goal while in terms of nature it im@ng survey-
descriptive researches. The sample under investigatcludes 480 people who were selected by wayassified
random sampling method in a systematic form fronoragnthe population of criminals in the Central s
province of Kermanshah. The tool used in this papehe Minnesota Multiphasic Personality InventdkyMPI)
(short form of 71 questions). The results obtaifrech the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Invegt¢gMMPI)
indicated that prevalence of anti-social personalitaracteristics and mental weakness among robloestession,
anti-social personality and schizophrenia amongnsliérs as well as anti-social traits, mental weasend
schizophrenia among smugglers are seen signifigzaAtso, the results of the variance analysis destrated that
there is a significant difference between the (MMé@lnical scales among three groups of criminalsbpers,
swindlers and smugglers) on D scales (depressiBd)(Psychopathy deviation), Pt (Anxiety and psyshoSc
(Schizophrenia) and Ma (Hypomania) (p<%5). Resedfickings revealed that criminals enjoy lower lewsdl
normal and positive personality dimensions. To symwe can infer that all personality charactemgstiexist in the
population of criminals and therapy experts neegay attention to all sorts of personalities foedting criminals
affected with personality disorder.

Keywords: Criminals, Personality characteristics, MMP1 t&3time.

INTRODUCTION

Changes to social situation and human relations fraditional ways to modern and new ways whilepeiffected
by the modern and industrial urbanization haveeatiendered modern and accountable ways for hanhlingan
affairs. This issue holds true for many of delinguphenomena. When an offense is committed, thmiral via
violating the moral and human principles disrupis hormal trend of life in the society and bringsdr and horror
to the public minds. Now, to dissipate such hoewd fear and to return the nor al trend of life iba society and
prevent from crime commission in the future, theyvact of crime and omission need to be placedhenjudicial
and police course so that the suspect is triec bb#tsis of proceeding principle and justice [1}sBeality could be
considered the most fundamental subject of Psyghyolsecause the essential pivot of the discussiwerts around
such issues as: learning, motivation, perceptitiiaking, emotions, feelings, intelligence and the; in other
words, the abovementioned cases are accountechstitate personality. Therefore, even studying raletlis and
particularly functional mental ills which are founnd be embracing psychoses, like Schizophreniagtienal
psychosis, all neuroses and all personality aritidisorders, anti-social behaviors, anti-moral a@acts, addictions
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and deviancies could be considered among perspmeldted ills. To sum up, the issues of persopaditiike a
cauldron in which all psychological material areupged. Overall, all subjects and matters could tzeqd under
investigation for clarification of personality [2Dne of the issues under discussion of mentalaitid criminal
behavior is the relationshipbetween mental ills eskly behaviors such that mental patients arellysdescribed as
dangerous from the view of others and there ismnian that they due to some mental disturbancesvemmaking
inappropriate decisions for others produce risk dadgerous conducts for others; thus leading teciimg harms
and creating victims. The second issue is theioalslip between mental illsand violence. Some ef tiental
patients due to special kinds of thinking and sciibje structures like hysteria and suspicions aghli likely to
expose more violent conducts compared to othdwsthie illusion of harm and paranoid thoughts shel violence
and even murder will occur [3]. The third issuetlig relationship between mental ill and drug abiseople
affected with mental abnormalities are highly likéb tend to drug abuse (20-30%) and drug abuskl dmione of
the predictors of criminal behaviors including @ote in any individual [4]. Studies have showrt tenstruct of
motivation and personality play major roles in agatk of behavior [5]. Of traits being under theastigation of
psychologists are personality and the type of eraisi [6]. Exactness in personality could open thg #r entering
into the world of different people where each ofowhexpose special and sometimes definite behairiatealing
with individual and social issues. Undoubtedly, ples' personality is to some extent similar. Howeteere are
differences with some of the facets of these kinfdgeople. The criminal's personality is not sefgafeom that of
the non-criminal while one can state in line witktfamous French criminologist, Jean Pinatel thatigh criminals
lack a separate personality central core from sthierterms of degrees, facets of personality rieele brought
under spotlight. Today, one of the indices for ass®y security in the society is to contain crinnel &regularity
and one of the social crises which has unfoldedun community and resulted in worries and distriegsthe
officials is the issue of lowering of the age ofnumission of social crimes and ills. This issue meed
nationaldeterminationand public efforts which argortant in researches regarding the pathologyeogmality of
criminals, planning for the mental health of themtounity and preventing crimes in the society. Asucial
personality disorder which is distinguished by aarall pattern of inattention and violation of atsieights is found
to be closely related with adults' criminal behasidt was shown in a study that 47% of the prissneere affected
with this disorder. Ussou et al examined the MMRAHhé&ntal profiles of the children exposed to misearts on F
(Bad feeling), Pd (Society fighting deviancy), PRafanoia), Sc (Schizophrenia), Ma (Mania) and Sigo
introversion) scales. The Zarei's research withsthigect matter of standardization of MMPI Persibpdlest for
addicts and smugglers of drugs illustrated thaicteld people received higher scores on Pt, MaP&cPd scales
compared to normal people while they received losares on the Hy compared to the normal groupthed
smugglers group scored higher on Sc, Ma, Hs, DPRdPt scales compared to normal groups. KapldrSadouk
while investigating the degree of prevalence of-sntial personality disorders maintained that thsorder is 3%
(that could rise to 7%) among men and it is 1% agneamen. This rate could reach 70% among prisorgrsther
investigation was done by Delavar et al in 2010 hwithe title of Comprative investigation of
personalitycharacteristics of criminal women. Resedindings revealed that there is a significaffedence among
criminals on F, HS, D, PD, PA, Pt, Sc, Ma scald® most fundamental issue that has entangled thetiss is the
issue of crime and to resolve this, it sounds resngsto have principled and systematic encountesmghat the
phenomenon of delinquency is discovered and urmEtstUnderstanding traits and personality charesties of
the criminals groups could clearly lead to esthinfisnt of security and social-mental health in &fed at a macro
level, it could open ways for solutions in ordeattthe criminals' activities are treated.

Research objectives

Awareness of criminals' personality traits

Secondary objectives
1. Identification of robbers' personality charactécswithin the police jurisdiction of Kermanshah
2. ldentification of swindlers' personality characstids within the police jurisdiction of Kermanshah
3. ldentification of smugglers' personality charadtcs within the police jurisdiction of Kermanshah
4. Awareness of potential differences and similaribésriminals (Robbers, swindlers and smugglers).

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The research falls under the applied categoryrmgeof goal while in terms of nature it is amongvey-descriptive
researches. The universe under investigation i® 28%oners (robbers, swindlers and smugglershefGentral
Prison of Kermanshah province in the late secordylear of 2012 to early half year of 2013. Fronsthumber,
2050 people are robbers, 109 people are smugghersl®0 ones are swindlers. Based on a Morgan téiole,
among the society under investigation, as manyag2ople, 105 swindlers a d 84 smugglers weretseldy way
of classified random sampling method in a systerrfatim.

Tools for measuring information
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MMPI: Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventosydne of the highly credible and prominenttestthaarea of
personality. This questionnaire was developed 4018y Hathaway and McKinley at the University ofriviesota.
They needed a tool that could contribute to theéuaten of adults patients in case therapy permfdssychiatry and
determine the severity of the disorder. This tests original form contains 567 questions andtitme necessary for
its administrationis one hour. This inventory coble administered individually and collectively. ars forms of
this questionnaire could be administered for ageigs higher than 16 years who at least hold 6 grafieducation.
For so long, the original form of the MMPI contaigi567 questions was administered in Iran. The aidiration
of such an inventory did have drawbacks, includhegfact that it was too time consuming; such byathe need of
the time the inventory was filled in, the subjemtked totally tired. On the other hand, its intetption and scoring
was quite time consuming for psychologists. In &iddito this, there were question in this form whigas based on
a western culture not matching the Iranian cult@e.en the above-mentioned problems, there wasea iher
preparation of a test with the same content lackiegsame drawback. On the same basis, a decigiermade for
preparing a form of MMPI which was initially taking to account Iranian values and conditions arwmbisély, it
was decided to be short, requiring little time. €idering these issues, Dr. Ukhvat, Baraheni ananBimadopted a
71 question inventory and taking into account rian culture dimensions formulated it in a sHortm. The
scoring method for this inventory is done ion tvadegories of scales. One category involves valisiigles which
are interpreted prior to interpretation and scomrfglinical scales. Validity scales include sudses as L scale
(Good presentation), polygraph, F scale (Bas ptasens), K scale (Denial), that the individual ¢éaka defensive
form while responding to the questions.

Clinical scales dealing with individual personalitfaracteristics have been reduced in the 71 que&irm. The
residual scales include the following:

HS scale or Hypochondria: refers to Hypochondriakaracteristics

D scale or depression: examinees depression feature

Hy scale or Hysteria: shows tendency to drawingnditbn and show reactions

Pd scale or social mental deviancy: measures thjectls anti-social reactions

Pa scales or paranoia: assesse the degree dafitpestsonal mistrust towards others

PT scale or mental weakness: refers to mentalu@tind weakness

Sc scale or Schizophrenia: for identification cfigophrenic patients

Ma scale or Hypomania: shows hypomanic signs fentification of mental patients.

ONoO~WNE

Reliability and validity of the MMPI

In the present research, the shorty form of MMPitaming 71 questions wet used. Ukhvat and Danestima
assessed the reliability of the 71 question fornthef MMPI (short form) by using the estimate of tbenbach's
alpha and reported the Cronbach's alpha of 0/7théototal test [7].

Data gathering methods

Given the fact that it was legally restrictive tater the setting of the prison, after which theesnlh was presented
to the Organization of Kermanshah Prisons, twogrersl of this organization were introduced as thisdn to the
researcher. Given that the education of the li@sams in Psychology and did have sufficient infaiora
concerning the tests, the subject of the reseaeshfully explained to them and necessary infornmaitiorelation to
the statistical population as well as sampling métvas made available to them.

Information analysis method

First, through the information obtained from quastiaire, the criminals' mental profile (robbersjrgllers and
smugglers) was separately delineated and thereafterusing the SPSS software, they were analyheougih
inferential statistics (variance analysis).

RESULTS

Using the information obtained from the Minnesotalfiphasic Personality Inventory (MMPI), first thew scores
were turned into T standardized scores with anageenf 50 and standard deviation of 10 for therjgmetation of
research questions. Thereafter, in accordance thithstandard scores, the subject's profile wadagisgd on the
graph and wads then interpreted. Scores beingbetd@d0indicate the normalcy of the person whikes gcores
being between 60-70 demonstrates the fact thaintligidual has a mild raised profile and indicatsople's
inclination to illness. Also, if T score equalsisigreater than 70, i.e. greater than averageafordeviations, there
is high raised profile and such a score indicatedrdividual under investigation is ill.

First question: What are the personality charasties of the robbers?
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Graph 1, Mental profile of balanced scores of valily and clinical scale for robbers

Due to the validity of the profile of robbers, ttegree of prevalence of anti-social personalitpdisr and mental
weakness in the criminal group of robbers is sigaiftly higher while scales of Hypochondriasis, rsgion,
hysteria, schizophrenia are little higher than dlverage rate. Given the fact that the Pd scaldalsand mental
deviancy) is raised among the robbers' profile nttagor goal of this scale being measurement obtlezall level of
definite social compatibility they could be desedbas people having angry dissimilarity and nonraiksion with
then family, society and both. Though it is possitiiey are placed under predicament for felony dalthquency
conducts, they do not learn lessons from the resgsions of their own behaviors. When faced withadhieeomes of
their behaviors, they might feel regretful, howetteis feeling is fleeting. Also, given the fact tRé scale (mental
weakness) is raised, the goal being measurememieafal weakness signs, many of the clear fearsaanibties
that might be experienced by the person could basared. These kinds of people could be consideseshn
people who experience social problems and are lyswalried about the level of acceptance and squigiularity.
They are also faced with problems in doing theitydaffairs and have compatibility in most of thgiroblems.
They reproach others for their own personal mistaker the researcher, given the robbers' profitethe fact that
the two scales of being anti-social and mental wesk are raised, these people are in most casésghav
adaptability problems and rebuke others for thewn gersonal mistakes and blame them for the mistae
blunders they have themselves done. They maintaimamental conditions have caused such problemdstlais
hinders them from having found an insight towardslifhgs, thoughts and behaviors; thus these prabbeith
prohibit from having planning for the future.

Second question: What are the personality chaistitarof swindlers?

Graph 2, Mental profile of balanced scores of valitly and clinical scales for swindlers

Due to the validity of the swindlers' profile, ped@nce of depression, anti-social disorder andzegphirenia is
raised in this group. Scale D being raised amoeg troup of swindlers indicates depression meapmdlems
with thinking disturbance, insolvency, and hopeatess. Their ability in dealing with interpersonablpems is
distracted and also the feeling of frustration dishppointment could lead to movement-mental cotsjdatigue
and isolationism. The very environment of prisonldaeinforce this.

Also, scales Sc (Schizophrenia) being raised indécaeople with feeling of alienation and distafroen social
situations. This group of people feels that otfdwsnot comprehend them well and they often havélpros in
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maintaining a string of clear and consistent thigki They are weak in communication skills and pssse
unconventional and unusual mentalities. In accardamith the two scales (Sc and D) being raisedhénprofile of
swindlers, the relative degree of non-objective smbljective turbulence experienced by the persoefiscted and
hence they are often called insolvency scalestit@researcher, this group has problems in temamalanxiety
related disorders who need support by relativethabthey can overcome their own problems andigf skipports
not thrown they will fell insolvent and due to wejaklgment they have, they will succumb to poteniiits such as
drug abuse and alcohol. The role of environmerthis group is salient and since they accept sonthef own
problems and seek solutions for them, others chwelgp these guys out so that they can get the beftéhe
problems.

Third question: What are the personality charasties of smugglers?

Graph 3, Mental profile of balanced scores of clirdal and validity scales for smugglers

Given the validity scales of smugglers, the menptafile is of importance though the K scale enjogktive rise
however, this raising is natural among prisoners.

The level of prevalence of snit-social disorderntaéweakness and schizophrenia is significantghéi among
smugglers while Hypochondriasis scales, depreshigsieria a d paranoia is relatively higher thannedium rate.
Like the other two previous profiles, swindlers danti-social personality disorder where theirtietes with others
are superficial and cannot easily establish loyalith others simultaneously. Rise of wean mentalthand
schizophrenia scales in this group of criminaldgdatks a level of restlessness that would culmimatisruption of
daily activities. For the researcher, given the taleprofile of smugglers, these people are selfeedrd, impulsive,
and unaccountable and out of mood people that ¢dalevate and do not accept social norms f théespand lack
sufficient conscience. These people could looktahle a d quiet, but behind this apparent formhbstility, rage
and impulsivity. Telling lies, illegal acts, sadissmoking, abusing drugs and alcohol could be $emuently.
These people also lack stable professions anavess in terms of social norm compared to other feop

Fourth question: Is there a significant differebed#ween the criminals (Robbers, swindlers and sieusjgin terms
of personality characteristics?

Results from the variance analysis indicted thatdhis a significant difference between the (MMé&lijical scales
among three groups of criminals (robbers, swindrd smugglers) on D scales (depression), Pd (Bpwtiy
deviation), Pt (Anxiety and psychosis), Sc (Schimepia) and Ma (Hypomania) (p<%5). The resultshig study
are in line with those of Sherry et al [8], Epptigi al [9], Delavar et al [10], Ahmadi et al [LBprdbar [12],
Heydari Pahlavan et al [13], Mohamadi Foroud and Nashemi [14], Hamid and Dehghan Zade [15]. Fer th
researcher, in accordance with the rise on thes sziahnti-social personality among many of the arats, these
people frequently cause disturbance for their fieamiand friends. They have a greedy approach t@aatrters, are
indifferent to others and attempt to reach theialgdy telling lies, stealing or making fabricasorOf other
characteristics of these people is the inabilityrtake decisions. It is possible for normal peoplalso steal and
embezzle; however, they have control and plannireg their lifestyles. Meanwhile, people affectedhatihis anti-
social personality disorder, due to some biologisaicial and psychological factors are unable totrob and
navigate their own behaviors and strive to act ilsipaly and without planning. These people do ratudder their
own responsibilities and have no work consciendeyTdo not learn a lesson from the punishments taegive
and cannot consider later punishments.
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Table 1. Results of criminals' variance analysis

Scales Source of scatteredngss Square sum Sqesagay Freedom degree F value] Sig.
Hypochondria Intergroup variance 2.12 1.06 2
Intragroup variance 1923.87 4.03 477 0.263 769
Total 1925.99 479
Depression Intergroup variance 2060.47 1030.23 2
Intragroup variance 2016.67 4.22 4777 243.68 000
Total 40.77.14 479
Hysteria Intergroup variance 23.07 11.53 2
Intragroup variance 4058.25 8.50 477 1.35 .259
Total 4081.32 479
Social and mental Intergroup variance 88.62 44.31 2
deviancy Intragroup variance 1309.62 2.74 477 16.13 .000
Total 1398.24 479
Paranoia Intergroup variance 10.43 5.218 2
Intragroup variance 1925.56 4.03 477 1293 276
Total 1936.00 479
Mental weakness Intergroup varianceg 2255.83 11%7.91] 2
Intragroup variance 971.76 2.03 477 1.293 276
Total 3227.59 479
Schizophrenia Intergroup variance 590.8. 295.40 2
Intragroup variance 3295.34 6.90 477 4276 000
Total 3886.155 479
Hypomania Intergroup variance 69.483 34.74 2
Intragroup variance 1284.79 2.69 477 12.89 .000
Total 1354.28 479
CONCLUSION

Therefore, crime and criminality are thought of thiggest problems humans are faced with in indaissacieties
which lead to negative impacts in the short and lam. The damage crimes will leave will be heftyglarreparable.
Hence, practitioners and experts of various alikassbciologists, psychologists and experts ofdiadisciences pay
special attention to this issue and are not ondkisgy ways and solutions for it but they also atieto reduce the
crime rate as much as they can. It appears thatlsaéses and problems leading to commission ahes are
directly and indirectly rooted in the human perditypaOnce personality traits are identified, wenaaake plans for
treating and reform them. The findings of the pnésesearch place two duties beforepsychiatrisigimplogist and
mental health experts as well as all interestedrrgitions in dealing with the issue of crime aisttyr conducts.
Therapists treating criminals have to identify drials and strive to support the treatment of peabtyndisorders of
people. Through psychotherapy, particularly groggcpotherapy, criminals could find insights interiselves.
Psychotherapy could also reduce negative and deéessate of people a d avoid abusive word and wotsd
Overall, to conclude we can state that criminaf@yetower level of positive and normal personaliynensions;
abnormal patterns and coping strategies are im&ffi@nd unconstructive amongthese people. To pujt aan be
statedthat all personality types do exist in th@ybation of criminals and if experts are going scommend
treatment for criminals suffering from personalilisorder, they need to pay attention to all diagsosThus,
individual approaches which analyze issues indiaily are the best way for identification of thesthpy for the
person and hence we can conclude from the resadmbe that personality disorder in adolescencddi@ved
with some definite signs and if these disordersioabe diagnosed exactly, one can identify thempetdent them
from expanding.

Applied recommendations

1. The therapy style needs to be followed by long psychotherapy. People sufferingfrom personality
disorder are better to be placed under examinatignslinical psychologists, because if these peapée
not examined under therapies, it is highly likety them to return to commission of crimes afterythee
released from prison.

2. Because people who have committed crimes, in aditdb having deficiencies in social cognition are
affected with a range of behavioral, emotional,cadional and family problems, it is recommended tha
educational officials adopt measures so that tliermest approach (maintain prisoners in counseling
centers) and using psychotherapy services wouttitteaeduction of anxiety and depression as wetlras
increase of life expectancy among criminals.

3. Holding education; courses with titles of life $kileffective communication, controlling rage, agmiate
decision making, problem solution, and period afifaarity with rationaland irrational thoughts oidte of
the prison for the people just released from prisod particularlyadolescents exposed to risks.
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4. It is recommended that arrested criminals, esdgaiabbers are assessed in the stage of intermogat
that they will be evaluated in case some mentabrders are discovered. In case, mental disorder is
diagnosed, it is advised that the individual afedbe referred to clinical experts.

5. It is proposed that the judge prior to handing otrer verdict refer the defendant arrested to aremxp
(psychologist) so that he can issue a verdictia With his mental capacity.
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